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Incidents and Reflections—No. 192. 


REPROOF—PROFANE SWEARING. 


The zealous and eccentric Rowland Hill re- 
lates, that once when he was returning to Eng- 
land from Ireland, he was much annoyed by the 
conduct of the captain and mate, who were both 
sadly given to the habit of swearing. First the 
captain swore at the mate—then the mate swore 
at the captain—then they both swore at the 
wind. Rowland says, “I called to them with a 
strong voice for fair play. ‘Stop! stop! said I, 
if you please, gentlemen, let us have fair play; 
it’s my turn now.’ ‘At what is it your turn, 
pray?’ said the captain. ‘ At swearing,’ I re- 
plied. Well, they waited and waited until their 
patience was exhausted, and then wanted me to 
make haste and take my turn. I told them, 
however, that I had a right to take my own time, 
and swear at my own convenience. To this the 
captain replied, with a laugh, ‘Perhaps you 
don’t mean to take your turn?’ ‘ Pardon me, 
captain,’ I answered, ‘ but I do, as ss0n as I can 
find the good of doing so. I did not hear another 
oath on the voyage.” 

Somewhat similar was the device of the cap- 
tain of aship, who, when about to take command 
of his vessel, assembled the crew on the quarter- 
deck and gave them his orders for the voyage. 
He told them there was one law he’was deter- 
mined to enforce, which was, that they must 
allow him to swear the first oath in that ship. 
“No man on board must swear an oath before I 
do.” To this the men agreed, with the result of 
abolishing swearing on the vessel. 

When Christopher Wren, the eminent archi- 
tect, was building St. Paul’s Cathedral in Lon- 
don, he caused to be fastened up in several parts 
of the building, the following notice: “ Whereas 
among laborers and others, that ungodly custom 
of swearing is so frequently heard, to the dis- 
honor of God and contempt of his authority ; 
and to the end that such impiety may be utterly 
banished from these works, which are intended 
for the service of God, and the honor of religion ; 
it is ordered that profane swearing shall be a 
sufficient crime to dismiss any laborer that 
comes to the call; and the clerk of the works, 
upon a sufficient proof, shall dismiss him accord- 
ingly; and if any master, working by task, shall 
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not, upon admonition, reform the profanation 
among his apprentices, servants and laborers, it 
shall be construed his fault, and he shall be liable 
to be censured by the commissioners.” 

To those who are addicted to the wicked cus- 
tom of profane swearing, and desire to be free 
from the habit, the ancient father, Chrysostom 
proposes a method, “ which,” he says, “ if thou’lt 
take, will certainly prove successful. Every 
time, whenever thou shalt find thyself to have 
let slip an oath, punish thyself for it by missing 
the next meal. Such a course as this, though 
troublesome to the flesh, will be profitable to the 
spirit, and cause a quick amendment; for the 
tongue will need no other monitor to make iv 
need of swearing another time, if it has been 
thus punished with hunger and thirst for its 
former transgression, and knows it shall be so 
eee again if ever it commits the like crime 
rereafter.” 

In the year 1883, being in company with an 
aged friend, of retentive memory, I listened 
with interest to his recital of a reproof given 
many years before to Nathan Sharpless of Ches- 
ter County, (long since deceased) and which he 
had heard related by Nathan himself. 

When a young man Nathan was not disposed 
to adhere strictly to the practices of Friends, 
and shrank from using the plain language, and 
refraining from the use of compliments, when 
conversing with persons of note in the world. 
Having some business to transact with one of 
this class, he used the expressions, “ Mister” and 
“Sir,” and tried to be very polite. When they 
were about to part, this person said that he sup- 
posed he had been brought up among Friends, 
and was a member of their Society. Nathan 
replied, that this was the case. “ Let me then,” 
said the man, “give you a few words of advice. 
You have been brought up to use the plain lan- 
guage, and no sensible man of any denomina- 
tion, high or low, will think any the better of 
you, for mistering him.” 

Nathan said, if there had been a hole in the 
floor, he would gladly have dropped into the 
cellar at this unexpected rebuke. He thought 
it had more effect in making him a Quaker than 
anything else that ever happened to him. 

On the same occasion an anecdote was told 
of George the 3rd of England, who was riding 
out with the Queen, when they saw three men 
on the foot-walk in front of them. The Queen 
remarked that one of them was a Quaker, but 
the King thought it was not so. When they 
overtook the men, the King stopped the carriage, 
and called to the men to ask whether either of 
them was a Quaker. One of them replied, that 
he was a member of the Society, and received 
the reproving query—‘“ If you are a Quaker, 
why don’t you dress as a Quaker, so that the 
King and Queen need not dispute over you.” 

A very effective reproof was that given by the 
wife of a drunkard, who once found her husband 
in a filthy condition, with torn clothes, matted 
hair, bruised face, asleep in the kitchen, having 
come home from a drunken revel. She sent for 
a photographer, and had a portrait of him taken 
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in all his wretched appearance, and placed it on 
the mantel beside another portrait taken at the 
time of his marriage, which showed him hand- 
some and well dressed, as he had been in other 
days. When he became sober he saw the two 
pictures, and was so awakened to a conscious- 
ness of his condition, that he afterward led a 
better life. 

An anecdote is told of an officer who was 
much addicted to profane swearing, who was 
once visiting a deep mine in Cornwall. He was 
attended by a pious miner who was employed in 
the works. During his visit to the pit the officer 
uttered many profane and abominable expres- 
sions; and as he ascended in company with the 
miner, finding it a long way, he said to him, 
with an oath, “If it be so far down to your work, 
how far is it to the bottomless pit?” The honest 
miner promptly and seriously replied, “I do not 
know how far it is, sir; but I believe that if the 
rope by which we are drawn up should break, 
you would be there in a minute.” The swearer 
was rebuked, and uttered no more oaths whilst 
in the company of the miner. 

There was ready wit manifested in the reproof 
given by — Haynes, a colored minister, to two 
reckless young men who had agreed to test his 
quickness of intellect. One of them said,— 
“Father Haynes, have you heard the good 
news?” “No,” said he; What is it?’ “It is 
great news indeed,” said the other; “ and, if true, 
your business is done.” “What is it?” again in- 
quired the preacher. “ Why,” said the first, “the 
devil is dead.” In a moment the old gentleman 
replied, lifting up both hands, and placing them 
on the heads of the young men, and in a tone of 
solemn concern, “Oh, poor fatherless children! 
what will become of you ?” 

It was said of B. Jacobs, a clergyman of 
Cambridgeport, that he could administer reproof 
in a manner that was both forcible and gentle. 
Some young ladies at his house were one day 
talking about one of their female friends. As 
he entered the room he heard the epithets “odd” 
and “singular” applied. He asked, and was 
told the name of the young lady in question; 
and then said, very gravely, “ Yes, she is an odd 
young lady; she is a very odd young lady ; I con- 
sider her extremely singular.” He then added 
very impressively, “ She was never heard to speak 
ill of an absent friend.” 

Martin Luther relates that at one time, when 
he was sorely vexed and tried by his own sinful- 
ness, the wickedness of the world, and by the 
dangers that beset the Church; he saw his wife 
dressed in mourning: Surprised, at this, he asked 
her who had died; and she queried whether he 
did not know that God in heaven was dead? 
“How can you talk such nonsense, Katie?” he 
said. “How can God die?) Why, He is im- 
mortal and will live through all eternity.” “Is 
that really true?” she asked. “Of course,” he 
said, still not perceiving what she was aiming 
at; “how can you doubt it? As surely as there 
is a God in heaven, so sure is it that He can 
never die.” “And yet,” she said, “though you 
do not doubt that, yet you are so hopeless and 
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The Youth in our Society. 


An Address at the Close of a Little Book Pub- 
lished by Henry Tuke,and Written by him. 


In the design and execution of this work, my 
mind has been much influenced by a desire for 
the welfare of the youth in our Society, and for 
their instruction in the principles of true re- 
ligion. To them I feel disposed to address 
myself in this conclusion. 

Let me remind you, my dear friends, of that 
wise and pious injunction, “ Remember thy Cre- 
ator in the days of thy youth.” Consider his 
operations in nature and in grace ; in Providence 
and in Redemption. Although in the consider- 
ation of all these, some difficulties, not eusily 
comprehended, may present themselves, yet so 
much will be opened to the humble and atten- 
tive mind, as will excite the love and fear of 
Him “ who made the heaven and the earth, the 
sea and all that therein is.” In entering into 
these considerations, there are two assistants af- 
forded us, by our gracious Creator—Reason and 
Revelation. The former, as well as the latter, is 
useful on this occasion. It is a faculty given us 
by God; and, if rightly exercised, will tend to 
promote our knowledge of Him, particularly in 
the works of creation and nature. When not 
misled by the vanity of the human heart, reason 
sees and feels its own imperfections; and readily 
embraces and submits to those advantages, 
which revelation affords. By revelation, 1 mean 
to comprehend both that which is mediate and 
that which is immediate. The former is commu- 
nicated in the Holy Scriptures, in which we have 


very ample accounts of the being and nature of 


God—of his manifold works in Creation and in 
Providence—of his love to mankind, particu- 
larly in the work of redemption by Christ, and 
in affording the assistance of the Holy Spirit, to 
guide and direct into all necessary truth. It is 
by this Spirit, which is called the Spirit of God, 
and of Christ, as proceeding from the Father 
and the Son, that immediate revelation is re- 
ceived. This revelation produces that knowl- 
edge of God and of Christ, on which eternal 
life depends. In this sense, “no man knoweth 
who the Father is, but the Son, and he to whom 
the Son will reveal Him.” And when it pleases 
God to reveal his Son in any, and obedience is 
yielded to the heavenly vision, these then be- 
come acquainted with the mysteries of God’s 
kingdom, and are made sensible that “ flesh and 
blood hath not revealed these things unto them ; 
but their Father which is in Heaven.” As the 
Holy Scriptures are the blessed [outward] means 
of introducing us to an acquaintance with the 
way of life and salvation, and of affording us 
much instruction in our various duties to God 
and one to another, I earnestly press on you, my 
dear young friends, a frequent and serious peru- 
sal of them. You will here find much profitable 
instruction of various kinds; the history is, be- 
yond any other, important and interesting ; the 
mystery makes “ wise unto salvation.” Here you 
may see the various dealings of God with his 
creature man; you may be made acquainted 
with the dispensation of the law, the predictions 
of the prophets, the ministration of John, and 
the most glorious dispensation of the Gospel. 
Beware of such publications as have a tendency 
to create a disrelish for these sacred writings. 
Consider what the state of our religious knowl- 
edge would have been without them; and look 
at those parts of the world which have not had 
the benefit of the Scriptures, or in which the 
reading of them has been greatly restrained. 
When this comparison is fairly made, I believe 
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we shall find abundant cause to be thankful to 
the God and Father of all our mercies, for the 
benefit we enjoy, in having free access to these 
testimonials of his ways and will respecting the 
children of men. Let them be fairly compared 
with the various systems of religion in the world; 
and then, although there should be some diffi- 
culties, which may not at once be fully compre- 
hended (and in what science are there not such 
difficulties), then will the transcendent excel- 
lency of Christianity be felt and acknowledged ; 

and gratitude will fill the heart, for the unmerited 
love of God, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Having 
fairly appreciated the general principles of 
Christianity, those which are peculiar to our 
religious society, and of which you make pro- 
fession, will, I believe, rise in your view with 
esteem and attachment. Their consistency with 
the Christian religion has been already shown ; 
and, presuming you to be sensible of this con- 
sistency, I affectionately entreat you to be faith- 
ful in your adherence to them. Attend to that 
Divine Light, that saving grace, that good 
Spirit, which is placed in your hearts. This, if 
attended to, will preserve from the temptations 
incident to early life, and be your guide and 
support through the various trials and proba- 
tions which, now or hereafter, may be your al- 
lotment. O! my dear friends, receive this hea- 
venly visitant in the way of his coming. Give 
not up your minds to the pleasures and enjoy- 
ments of this world, which will draw away your 
obedient attention from things which make for 
your peace, and things by which you may edify 
one another. Be willing to take up the daily 
cross; and to bear the yoke of Him who said: 
“Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, for 
I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls; for my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light!” Let those who have 
been habituated to sinful or dissipating pleas- 
ures, and have afterwards been brought to taste 
of the good word of life, and the powers of the 
world to come—let these say, whether more of 
the real comforts and enjoyments of life are not 
to be experienced in the humility and self-denial 
of a Christian than in all the gratifications 
which sin and folly afford. When we take into 
consideration the Divine peace, which we are 
told “ passeth all understanding,” and a degree 
of which is at times the experience of the faith- 
ful followers of a crucified Lord; when we also 
consider the comfortable prospects of another 
and eternal state of existence, there will be found 
sufficient inducements, in every reasonable point 
of view, to prefer a life of religion and virtue 
above that which is devoted to the indulgence 
and the pursuits of folly, dissipation and sin. 
The same principle of Divine Light which led 
our predecessors out of the vain and sinful 
pleasures of the world, also let them see the 
corruptions which had taken place in religious 
worship and ministry ; the inconsistency of war 
with the Gospel Dispensation ; and the impro- 
priety of divers other matters, in the external 
deportment of professing Christians. For their 
testimony on these accounts, and the conduct 
consequent upon them, they suffered deeply in 
an age when religious liberty was claimed by 
all, but was given by few or none who came into 
the possession of power. Read the relations of 
the patient sufferings for the cause of truth, 
and the testimony of Jesus, of those who have 
gone before you, and faithfully bear your testi- 
mony even in those things that you may be 
ready to call little. Let not the singularity 
which a conduct consistent with your principles 
may produce, discourage you from a faithful 


adherence to them; but submit to bear that 
cross, which will crucify you to the world, and 
the world to you, and redeem you from the va- 
rious corruptions with which it abounds.* Prize 
your privileges; consider how differently our 
forefathers were circumstanced; and let this 
consideration excite in your minds increasing 
faithfulness and dedication to all parts of your 
religious duty. Follow the example of our 
blessed Redeemer; remember the reproaches 
which He endured ; ; and be willing to take up 
the cross and despise the shame; then you may 
become partakers of that crown of righteous- 
ness which is the reward of all who have fought 
the good fight, and kept the faith, and who love 
his appearance. Before I conclude this ad- 
dress, I wish a little further to open the subject 
of Christian redemption, so far at least as to turn 
your attention to that work, which the depraved 
state of human nature renders universally ne- 
cessary, and in which our Lord thus instructed 
a ruler among the Jews: “Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
Whatever our religious profession, whatever our 
outward appearance and demeanor may be— 
all will fail to procure us Divine favor and ac- 
ceptance, if the heart is not renewed after the 
image of Him that created us. “Marvel not 
that I said unto thee, ye must be born again.” 
This was the language in which our Saviour re- 
peatedly inculcated this doctrine to Nicodemus ; 
and O! my dear young friends! neither marvel 
at it nor withdraw from it. Examine the state 
of your own hearts, and the occasion for it will 
soon be seen and felt. Dwell, therefore, I en- 
treat you, under those Divine convictions and 
influences by which “the washing of regenera- 
tion and renewing of the Holy Ghost” are ex- 
perienced. The work is generally slow and 
gradual; therefore be not discouraged, if you 
cannot always perceive its progress; but, as you 
abide patiently under a right exercise of mind, 
you will find that the work will in time proceed, 
until the new creation in Christ Jesus unto good 
works is known. But when this is in measure 
attained, still watchfulness and prayer should be 
the companions of every mind. The command 
to watchfulness is of universal extent: “ What 
I say unto you, I say unto all, watch.” Again, 
“ Watch and pray, that ye enter not into tempt- 
ation.” When this disposition or mind is rightly 
abode in, it preserves from formality in religion, 
keeps the soul alive to God, and makes living 
members and bright examples in his church and 
among his people. In this state of religious 
exercise the experience of the primitive believ- 
ers is attained: By one Spirit are we all bap- 
tized into one body, and made to drink into one 
spirit. Here also right qualifications are re- 
ceived for religious service, and a capacity to fill 
up the measure of suffering or labor, which 
may be allotted in the church of Christ—a 
Church, the members of which are thus de- 
cribed by an inspired apostle: “Ye also as 
lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, a 
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, 
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” 


We, as a people, need more of daily, fer- 
vent, silent introversion and waiting upon God ; 
whereby our strength would be renewed, and 
our hearts more weaned from the world, and 
ability received to serve our God with reverence 
and godly fear.— Thomas Evans. 


* The principles and practices of our Society are 
now, in general, so respectfully treated, that the temp- 
tation to desert them is much lessened. 
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The Reports on Education from the Quarterly 
Meetings showed a census of 613 children, of 
proper age to attend school, of whom a larger 
proportion are attending public schools than 
within the limits of Philadelphia Yearly Meet- 
ing, where many are placed under Friendly in- 
fluences through the help of the Educational 
Committee, and by aid of other funds provided 
for the purpose. 

A meeting for Divine worship was held on 
Fourth-day, the business meeting having been 
adjourned to Fifth-day morning. 

The Boarding-School report showed a small 
attendance, and some pecuniary loss to the 
school, for the summer term of 1888; but the 
result of the winter session was such as to leave 
a small balance in favor of the institution for 
the year. ° 

The Committee on Indian Affairs reported 
that a visit had been paid to the Sacs and Fox 
Indians. 

During the session of Sixth-day, a minute on 
the state of Society, which had been prepared 
by a committee, and which was directed to be 
forwarded to the subordinate meetings, was read 
and approved ; also, replies to the five epistles 
from other Yearly Meetings. 

A committee to nominate correspondents, and 
another to suggest representatives in the Meet- 
ing for Sufferings, made report; after which, 
the meeting adjourned for another year, having 
transacted its affairs with true Christian conde- 
scension. 


For ‘‘ Tue Frienp.” 


A Visit to Sea Isle City. 


Sea Isle City is one of the many places of 
summer resort for bathing on the shores of the 
Atlantic, in New Jersey. It is intermediate 
between Atlantic City and Cape May, and is of 
recent origin. I visited it at the end of the 
Eighth Month, not for bathing purposes, but in 
hope of finding some varieties of plant which 
would be new to me. 

The railroad to the seashore branches off 
from the Cape May Road, shortly after crossing 
a piece of low marshy ground, which appears to 
form the head waters of Dennis Creek, which 
flows westerly and enters into the lower part of 
Delaware Bay. Dennis Creek has a border of 
Cedar swamp land; and is noted besides, as a 
place where the novel business of mining for 
Cedar has been extensively carried on. 

The White Cedar ( Cupressus thyoides), grows 
most luxuriantly on beds of peat, where its roots 
are always bathed in water. These beds are 
principally found along the head waters of the 
different streams of Southern New Jersey, form- 
ing the well-known Cedar swamps, in which the 
trees grow closely together. For hundreds of 
years there has been a very slow subsidence of 
the land, amounting to about two feet in a 
century, along the New Jersey shore, and in- 
deed, in other parts of the Atlantic coast. In 
many places the inflow of salt water caused by 
this has killed the timber. A very large amount 
of white Cedar timber has been head buried in 
the salt marshes. The timber thus buried under- 
goes scarcely any change, and trees which must 
have lain there for hundreds of years are as 
sound as ever they were. 

In mining for cedar logs, the shingler tries 
the swamp with an iron rod, until he finds what 
he regards as a good log. With a sharp spade 
he cuts away the roots and earth from over it, 
and then saws it off at the ends. This is easily 
done, as the mud is very soft and without grit. 
By means of levers he then loosens it, when it 
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at once rises and floats on the water. The 
under side of the log is always the lightest, and 
when it floats it always turns over, the side 
which had been at the bottom coming upper- 
most. 

The low-lying salt meadows near the beach 
at Sea Isle City were abundantly covered with 
vegetation. Some of the most characteristic 
forms were thick-leaved plants, such as the Sea 
Rocket ( Cakile Americana), two species of Orache 
( Atriplex), and the Glass Wort (Salicornia), 
which has no leaves, their place being taken by 
the succulent jointed stem, which turns red late 
in the season, giving in many places a decided 
tinge of color to the marshes where it abounds. 
A species of Orache, a native of Tartary, is cul- 
tivated, especially in France, where the leaves 
are used asa spinach. The ashes of the Salicornia 
contain a large amount of soda, and were for- 
merly much employed in making both soap and 
glass—from whence was derived its common 
name of Glass Wort. It grows abundantly on 
the coast of the south of Europe and the north 
of Africa. 

Another interesting plant is the Sea Lavender 
or Marsh Rosemary, (Statice Limonium). The 
leaves are fleshy, like those of many other sea- 
side plants, but are not very conspicuous because 
they are close to the ground, springing directly 
from the roots. The flowering stems are much 
branched, and bear many small lavender-colored 
flowers. Although this is the only species native 
to the United States, yet there are many kinds 
in other’ countries, some of which are very in- 
teresting occupants of greenhouses and gardens. 

Our walk was rendered more interesting by 
the companionship of a well-informed naturalist 
who imparted much information. Among other 
things he spoke of mussels having been found 
in one of the pools left by persons who had been 
digging out marl. How this shell-fish could have 
been transported thither was a problem, which 
appeared to find a solution in a discovery of Dr. 
Leidy, that the embryo mussels are furnished 
with hooks, which might easily attach them to 
the feet or feathers of water-birds, and thus be 
conveyed to pools which they had not before 
inhabited. 

After examining the meadows we went to a 
mill-pond on a small stream, a few miles dis- 
tant. Among the bushes which grew on its 
edges, were numerous specimens of the Spiked 
Loosestrife (Lythrum Salicaria), with large 
purple flowers. A most curious habit of this 
plant is the manner in which it encroaches on 
the area of the pond by letting its branches 
droop until they touch the water, and then 
growing to a considerable length along its sur- 
face, sending up branches and sending down 
numerous roots which grow till they reach the 
mud below and fasten themselves there. While 
this process is going on, the original branch is 
kept in its position by the development on its 
surface of a thick coating of soft, spongy ma- 
terial, full of cells, which buoy it up and float it 
on the surface. 

A similar development of air cells for the 
purpose of a float is made by another plant 
which we found on the quiet waters of this pond. 
It was one of the Bladder-worts ( Utricularia 
inflata), which floats in the water, without any 
attachment by roots to the ground below. The 
long stem is divided into numerous fine thread- 
like fibres or leaves, which have small air-blad- 
ders. When the time for flowering comes, for 
this singular plant sends up a stalk which bears 
several’ pretty large yellow flowers, it provides a 
float by the growth of several large bladders 


radiating from the base of the flower stem, 
These are buoyant enough to keep the flowers 
elevated in the air, so that they can perform 
their appropriate functions and mature their 
seed. Lindley states that when the fructification 
is accomplished, the bladders become filled with 
water in place of the air, and the plant then 
sinks, J. W. 


re” 


From ‘‘Tue British Frrenp.” 

What Barclay calls the “ universality of Di- 
vine grace” is being grasped with increasing 
firmness by the leaders of religious thought, 
The following extract from a recent sermon by 
the Bishop of Manchester speaks for itself: 

“There was no race on earth that did not 
have the feeling of dependence upon a higher 
power. He knew that travellers had testified to 
finding races without the religious instinct, but 
he said fearlessly that those reports had never 
borne the scrutiny of strict investigation. It 
was said that the Zulus had no such instinct, 
until Bishop Harrington proved that they be- 
lieved in a great ancestral god. It had been 
stated more recently that the aborigines of Aus- 
tralia, who shared with the Hottentots the repu- 
tation of being the lowest of the human race, 
had no religious instinct. That was totally 
false. But even the man who knew them best 
thought so for fourteen years, but when he be- 
came as it were a member of their tribes, he 
discovered, to his amazement, that they had a 
religion which no woman of the tribes might 
know under penalty of death. It was not true 
that there was a tribe anywhere on the earth’s 
surface that did not know and believe that there 
was something diviner and higher than itself on 
which it must depend. From the days that men 
carved their hatchets out of flint, they had felt 
that there was a Being higher and diviner than 
themselves, which would open their eyes and 
support their weak wills in determining to do 
what was according to their primitive notions 
of right; and so it had been down the long 
ages,” 


Natural History, Science, &. 


Contest Between a Blackbird and House Snake. 
—One bright morning last summer I was walk- 
ing out in the country near town, when I was 
surprised to hear a great noise of birds chatter- 
ing and crying as if under excitement, blended 


with cries of fear and distress. On coming 
nearer to the noise, I saw a large number of 
birds: there must have been at least one hun- 
dred of all kinds on and about a certain tree. 
There weresparrows, bluebirds, Baltimore orioles, 
robins, nut hatches, &c., and one very large 
blackbird. He seemed to be fighting something, 
as he would throw forward his feathers, and 
raise his wings, then strike at something very 
seriously, while the other birds would utter cries 
of encouragement and rage. 

I watched them for some time, wondering 
what it could all mean, when a house snake 
about eighteen inches long dropped at my feet. 
It started up the tree, and I killed it with a 
stone. As soon as the snake fell, all the birds 
began flying about as if congratulating each 
other on their victory, and it really seemed that 
their cries were changed to joy. 

Curious to know more, I climbed the tree. In 
a fork of it, where the fight had taken place, I 
found a sparrows’ nest with five young ones, 
which the snake was after. The parents not 
feeling able to cope with the enemy, had un- 
doubtedly gone for help. The blackbird was 
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the champion and did all the fighting, while the 
other birds did the talking.—E. L. Day, in Forest 
and Stream. 


Some Devices of Indian Criminals.—A writer 
of a series of articles in the Times of India on 
“By-paths of Crime in India,” mentions some 
devices of criminals in that country. One curi- 
osity which he was shown on a visit to the Presi- 
dency gaol in Calcutta was a heavy lead bullet 
about three-quarters of an inch in diameter. 
This was found on an habitual thief, and was 
being used to form a pouch or bag in the throat 


for secreting money, jewels, &c., in the event of 


his being searched. The ball is put into the 
mouth, and is allowed to slide down gently until 
it reaches some part near the epiglottis, where it 
is held in position and is kept there for about 
half an hour at a time. This operation is re- 
peated many times daily, and gradually a sort 
of pocket is formed, the time being longer or 
shorter, according to the size of the pocket re- 
quired. In some cases six months have been 
sufficient, in others a year, while in some cases 
two years are necessary. Such a pouch as this 
last is capable of holding ten rupees—about the 
size of ten florins. The thief therefore can un- 
dergo search, and nothing being found, he goes 


away with the spoil in his throat, the power of 


breathing and speech being in no way interfered 
with. About a score of prisoners in the Calcutta 
gaol have such pouch formations. In the hos- 


pital of the prison the visitor learned some of 


the malingering practices of Indian criminals. 
In one case he saw a youth who was a perfect 
skeleton, with lustrous eyes looking out in a 
ghastly manner from a worn, haggard face. It 
was discovered that he had for two years been 
taking an irritant poison, with a view to pro- 
duce dysentery, in order to shirk work and get 
pleasant quarters in the hospital. But he had 


overdone the part, for he had reduced himself 


to such a condition that recovery was all but 
impossible. This taking of internal irritants is a 
common practice amongst the habitual criminals 
of Caleutta. Castor oil seed, croton seed, and 
two other seeds, which have no English name, 
are the agents most commonly employed. One 
man was pointed out, who, in order to get off his 
fetters, had produced an ulcer by rubbing the 
chafed skin with caustic lime, and then irritating 
the sore by scratching it with a piece of broken 


bottle. 


Vitality of Seeds.— At a meeting of the Academy 
of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, one of the 
members referred to the persistence of life in 
seeds, as illustrated by the presence of upwards 
of twenty species of plants on the newly made 
embankment at Fairmount Park, distinct from 
those growing in the neighborhood. The ground 
had been formed by dredging, and the seeds 
must have preserved their vitality in the river 
mud. 

Poisoned by Paris Green.—William H. Seifert, 
his wife and family of four small children, were 
taken seriously ill after eating boiled cabbage 
for dinner. The cabbage, after examination, was 
found to contain Paris green, which was applied 
too freely—probably to the cabbage plants in 
early growth. 


Silk without Worms. — M. de Carbonnet, a 
French savant, has discovered how to make silk 
without worms. He began his experiments some 
time ago, with the guiding idea that the peculiar 
appearance of silk was the result of the spinning 
of a liquid. After many months of repeated and 
unsuccessful trials he produced several yards of 
silk in this wise: he poured a collodion solution 
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into a copper receiver, which emptied into a 
system of small glass tubes. These tubes ter- 
minated in capillaries, which carried off the 
solution in fine thread-like streams. In a second 
system of glass tubes filled with water, the fine 
streams became fine threads, which, before leav- 
ing the water, were caught mechanically and 
wound around tiny rollers. After being heated 
and cooled in an acid of special gravity and 
temperature, the threads were made less com- 
bustible than cotton by being saturated in a 
simple chemical preparation. 
the silk goods manufactured from these threads 
is fine. The threads are cylindrical and are 
from one to 40 micro-millimeters in diameter. 
They sustain a weight of 25-35 kilograms per 
square millimeter. Ordinary silk bears a weight 
ot 30-45 kilograms per square millimeter; cooked 
silk, 15-20. De Carbonnet’s silk is much more 
brilliant than ordinary silk, and absorbs and 
holds coloring matter more satisfactorily. As 
yet only a few pieces have been produced by the 
new process. Several of them are shown in the 
Paris Exposition. De Carbonnet is confident, 
however, that further experiments will enable 
him to manufacture silk cheaply and in large 
quantities. In fact, he thinks that a few years 
hence the silk worms may as well go and die, 
as machinery will then be doing their work 
much better than they can do it themselves.— 
New York Sun. 
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Items. 


Iowa Yearly Meeting (Progressive).—This body 
met at Oskaloosa, Iowa, on Third-day, Ninth Mo. 
3rd. A request from two Monthly Meetings in south- 
western Nebraska for the establishment of a Quar- 
terly there was referred to a committee, which sub- 
sequently made a favorable report. This was united 
with by the meeting, and a committee appointed to 
set up the meetings. 

Barclay Hinchman was appointed Clerk, and 
Stephen M. Hadley and William Jasper Hadley, 
assistants. 

The proposition to establish a Quarterly Meeting 
at Des x was postponed till another year. 

The proposal to form a Missionary Board to be 
constituted of delegates from the American Yearly 


-Meetings, whenever six of them should unite in the 


plan, was sanctioned. 

The committee appointed the previous year on 
“birthright membership,” proposed discontinuing 
the custom—but the meeting decided that it should 
remain as it had been. 

It was concluded that persons applying for mem- 
bership should answer the following questions: 

First.—Have you accepted the Lord Jesus Christ 
as your Saviour, and is it your purpose of heart to 
live a faithful Christian life? 

Second.—Will you, with the assisting grace of 
God, conform to our discipline and the require- 
ments of the Church? 

Third.—Will you give of your means according 

to your ability, for the support of the work of the 
Church? 
The superintendent of evangelistic work reported 
that 51 pastors were in the field regularly; 15 of 
whom were wholly supported, and 4 supported 
themselves ; 25 others were doing pastoral work. 
The cost of the evangelistic and pastoral work had 
been somewhat less than $10,000. 


Western Yearly Meeting ( Progressive).—The first 
sitting of the meeting for business was on Fifth- 
day morning, Ninth Mo. 12th. 

The singing of hymns was of frequent occurrence, 
and appear to have called forth a caution from one 
of the members. 

A proposition was introduced that a children’s 
day be observed in all the meetings, and that a col- 
lection be taken to be used in creating a fund to be 
used as a loan for the education of young persons 
for Christian work as missionaries, ministers, &c. 
It was left for consideration next year. 


The quality of 
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The statistical reports gave the whole number of 
members 13,420, and number of meetings 91. 

Five day schools had been maintained among the 
Eastern Cherokees. 

A proposition to reprint the Book of Discipline 
produced considerable discussion, and was referred 
to a committee to report next year. 


Western Yearly Meeting (Conservative) convened 
on the 6th ultimo at Sugar Grove. The meeting of 
Ministers and Elders on the day preceding at 8 
o’clock P. M. 

Mary B. Test, a minister of Ohio Yearly Meeting, 
was present with a minute from her friends at home, 
and several other dear Friends from a distance, 
without credentials, were present, whose company 
and solid deportment was satisfactory and encour- 
aging to us. 

Satisfactory tokens of brotherly love were received 
from all the Yearly Meetings with which we cor- 
respond, except New England. The reading of 
these epistles was strengthening and encouraging 
to us at this time. 

On First-day two large public meetings were 
held, at 10 A. M. and 2 P. M., in which much good 
advice was held out. 

On Second-day the state of Society was brought 
to view by the reading of the Queries and Answers 
from the Quarterly Meetings, during the considera- 
tion of which many minds were deeply exercised on 
account of the many deficiencies amongst us; and 
much counsel was handed forth to the dear youth. 
In the afternoon the request from Plainfield Quar- 
terly Meeting came up, for the new Quarterly Meet- 
ing, to be composed of White River and Wilming- 
ton Monthly Meetings. The new Quarter to be 
known by the name of Laura Quarterly Meeting of 
Friends, to be held at Laura, Miami County, Ohio. 
After a time of deliberation on the subject (the 
meeting in joint session) the request was united 
with, and a committee appointed to attend the 
opening thereof on the 3rd Seventh-day in Second 
Month next. 

On Third-day, the meeting in joint session had 
the minutes of the Meeting for Sufferings read, and 
the action of that body was approved for the past 
year; and also a short Address on Funerals, pre- 
pared by that body, was read and approved, and re- 
ferred back to the Meeting for Sufferings, for publi- 
cation and circulation. 

Our Committee on Education made a satisfactory 
report : showing there had been five schools the past 
year, under the care of Monthly Meeting commit- 
tees within our limits. 

Also our Committees on Books and Tracts, and 
on Peace and Temperance, made satisfactory re- 
ports. 

On Fourth-day morning, meeting resumed busi- 
ness at 9 o’clock. Epistles, one to each of the 
Yearly Meetings with which we correspond, were 
read and approved. 

The good order and solid deportment of the dear 
youth was commendable; there was a goodly num- 
ber of them present. 

After the meeting finished the business that came 
before it, and the minute of adjournment was read, 
there was a large public meeting held, to the satis- 
faction of Friends, and they then separated. Many 
could say, that it had been good for us to be here. 

Albert Maxwell was re-appointed Clerk of the 
Meeting this year, and Nathan Pinson for an as- 
sistant. 

FEEBLENEss and indisposition often interfere 
with my regular attendance of meetings, though 
I think it right to make great exertion to go, 
and sometimes the effort is trying and weari- 
some to the flesh; yet the reward overbalances 
this. When we are providentially hindered 
from going to our religious meetings, it does not 
necessarily follow that we will be deprived of 
communion with our Father in heaven through 
his dear Son, nor of worshipping Him in spirit 
and in truth. He graciously regards the fervent 
exercise and travail of the soul to draw near to 
and feel after Him, and owns it as well in the 
solitary chamber as in the public assemblies for 
worship.— Thomas Evane. 
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TENTH MONTH 12, 1889. 


The Christian Messenger,a local church paper, 
published at Dickson, Tenn., enumerates among 
some articles which it regards as “indispensables 
in a Methodist home,” the Bible, the Methodist 
Discipline and a Methodist paper. 

We suppose there are few, if any, families of 
Friends in Philadelphia Yearly Meeting that 
are not provided with one or more copies of 
the Holy Scriptures; and probably most of 
them have also a copy of the Discipline and its 
companion volume, the Book of Advices. We 
wish to commend those books to our younger 
members especially, as well adapted to give 
them a knowledge of the disciplinary rules 
under which they live; and also as containing 
much sound doctrinal matter, and expression of 
religious concern for the spiritual welfare of its 
members, which has been felt from time to time 
by the body. A serious and thoughtful perusal 
of both of these volumes might prove of great 
advantage to many. 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 

Unitep Srates.—The debt statement shows that 
the decrease of the public debt during the Ninth Month 
amounted th $13,685,094. Total cash in the Treasury, 
$637,540,530. 

A statement prepared at the Treasury Department 
shows that there was a net increase of $14,711,990 in 
circulation during the Ninth Month, and a net de- 
crease of $10,597,273 in money and bullion in the Trea- 
sury during the same period. The principal increase 
in circulation was in United States notes, silver certifi- 
cates and standard silver dollars. The decrease was 
in gold certificates and National bank notes. The cir- 
culation on Tenth Mo. Ist was $1,405,018,000, and the 
money and bullion in the Treasury on the same date 
$649,060,971. 

On the 2d instant, the delegates to the International 
American Congress assembled at the State Department 
at noon, and were received by Secretary Blaine, who 
delivered a short address of welcome. Secretary Blaine 
was then chosen President of the Congress. On the 
morning of the 3rd the delegates started in a special 
train of the Pennsylvania Railroad, on an excursion to 
visit the chief cities in the Northern, Eastern and 
Western States. On the 7th, the party visited some 
of the factories in Lawrence and Lowell, Mass. 

The steamer Corona, which left New Orleans for the 
Ouachita River on the evening of the 2nd instant, ex- 

loded her boilers at False River, nearly opposite Port 

Tudson, causing a loss of the steamer and over fifty 
lives. A number of persons were saved by a steamer 
that was near by. The Corona recently came out of 
the dry dock, where she received extensive repairs. 

Word has been received in Brainerd, Minnesota, 
from Indian Commissioners at the Mille Lacs reserva- 
tion that these Indians have at last given in and signed 
the treaty, which will open some of the richest lands 
in the country to settlement. The result of the Com- 
mission’s labors adds about 4,000,000 acres to the do- 
main in addition to that secured by the Sioux Com- 
mission. 

It is reported from Guthrie, Indian Territory, that 
the Iowas have consented to sell their reservation, and 
will probably agree to it formally when the Congres- 
sional Commission meets there two weeks hence. If 
the Iowas should sell their reservation to the Govern- 
ment, there will be thrown open to settlement 200,000 
acres of rich farming land. The Iowa tribe numbers 
but 83 souls, all told. 

The total valuation of railroad property in Tennessee 
for 1889 amounts to $39,285,660. 

The returns of the elections in the four new States, 
held on the Ist instant, indicate that the Republicans 
have carried both the Dakotas and Washington, and 
electing Governors, Congressmen and Legislatures. 
Prohibition and woman suffrage were defeated in 
Washington. The vote on Prohibition in North Da- 
kota is close, but in South Dakota it is carried by a 
decided majority. Pierre has been chosen the capital 
of South Dakota. 

The latest returns from Montana give a Democratic 
majority of seven on joint ballot in the Legislature, 
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with one in doubt, which may increase the majority to 
nine. In several counties the vote is very close, but 
it is not thought the official canvassing will make any 
material change. Toole, Democrat, is elected Governor 
by a majority of about 500; Carter, Republican, for 
Congress, by a majority of about 1000. 

A despatch from Pierre, South Dakota, says that the 
selection of that place as the capital of South Dakota, 
bids fair to create a boom which shall outrival Okla- 
homa last spring. Strangers are flocking into the city 
by thousands, every train being loaded down with pro- 
spectors and speculators. Over $500,000 worth of pro- 
perty changed hands on the 5th instant. Lots which 
could have been bought a week ago for $100 sold for 
$1000. 

Connecticut, on the 7th instant, voted on a prohibi- 
tory amendment to her State Constitution and defeated 
it by a majority of about three to one. The new secret 
ballot law had its first trial, and it is said worked well. 

The constitutionality of the Iowa Prohibitory Liquor 
law has been reaffirmed by the Supreme Court of the 
State, in an action in replevin involving the right to 
the possession of a large quantity of beer, all in sealed 
vessels, bearing United States Internal Revenue stamps 
over the plugs. The goods were shipped to a resident 
of Keokuk, an agent of the plaintiff, and were offered 
for sale in unbroken packages. The lower Court found 
as a fact that the beer was kept for sale for the pur- 
pose of being sold in violation of the laws of Iowa, but 
that the laws are unconstitutional and void as applied 
to the facts of this case. The Supreme Court holds 
that the law is constitutional. 

Eighty-seven cases of small-pox are reported in So- 
corro, New Mexico. The Board of Health of El Paso, 
Texas, 200 miles from Socorro, has ordered a quaran- 
tine against the latter place. Vaccination will also be 
made compulsory in the public schools. 

Deaths in this city last week numbered 330, which 
is 18 more than during the previous week, and 14 less 
than in the corresponding period last year. Of the 
whole number, 176 were males and 154 females: 48 
died of consumption; 26 of diseases of the heart; 22 
of pneumonia; 17 of old age; 17 of marasmus; 14 of 
typhoid fever; 13 of inanition; 13 of inflammation of 
the brain ; 12 of convulsions; 11 of cancer; 9 of debility 
and 9 of inflammation of the stomach and bowels. 

Markets, &c.— U.S. 43’s, 106; 4’s, 127}; currency 6’s, 
118 a 130. 

Corton was quiet, at 11 cts. per pound for middling 
uplands. 

FreEep.—Winter bran, choice, $13.25 a $13.50; do., 
fair to prime, $12.50 a $13.00. 

FLour AND MEAL.— Western and Pennsylvania 
super, $2.50 a $2.75; do., do., extras, $2.85 a $3.25 ; No. 
2 winter family, $3.40 a $3.75; Pennsylvania family, 
stone ground, $3.75 a $3.90; Pennsylvania roller pro- 
cess, $4.00 a $4.40; western winter, clear, $4.00 a $4.25 ; 
do., do., straight, $4.30 a $4.55; winter patent, $4.60 
a $5.00; Minnesota, clear $3.50 a $4.00; do., straight, 
$4.25 a $4.75; do., patent, $5.00 a $5.35. Rye flour 
was quiet but fair at $3.10 per barrel for choice. Buck- 
wheat flour was nominally quoted at $2.40 a $2.75 per 
100 pounds for new. 

Grain.—No. 2 red wheat, 82} a 83 cts. 

No. 2 mixed corn, 393 a 40} cts. 
No. 2 white oats, 26{ a 27} cts. 

BEEF CATTLE.—Extra, 4} a 43 cts. ; good, 44 a 4% cts.; 
medium, 33 a 4 cts.; common, 2} a 33 cts. ; fat cows, 2} 
a 3 cts. 

SuHEeep.—Extra, 5} a 5} cts.; good, 4} a 5 ects.; me- 
dium, 4} a 43 cts. ; common, 33 a4 cts. ; culls, 3a 34 ets. 

Lamss.—Extra, 6} a 7} cts.; good, 6 a 6} cts.; me- 
dium, 5} a 53 ets.; common, 4 a 5 cts. 

Hoas.—Good light western, 6§ a 6} cts ; heavy 
western, 6} a 6} cts.; extra heavy western, 6 a 6} cts. 

ForeigN.—On the 7th instant, a terrific gale was 
prevailing throughout Great Britain and Ireland. It 
was particularly severe along the river Mersey. Much 
damage was done at Blackpool and in Lancashire, and 
in Ireland. The British ship Prince Louis, from 
Quebec, has been driven ashore in the Mersey. 

One of the notable surprises of the week was the en- 
dorsement by Lord Hartington of Balfour’s Irish Uni- 
versity plan, and his agreement with the statement 
made by Chamberlain, that the real work of the com- 
ing session of Parliament will begin with the introduc- 
tion and consideration of an Irish Land bill and an 
Irish Local Government measure. As the report of 
the Parnell Commission will be submitted, Irish mat- 
ters will, as they have done during several recent ses- 
sions, be the most prominent, and, as a correspondent 
on the ground says, “the indications clearly point to 
very stormy weather at Westminster.” 

The elections held in France on the 6th instant, re- 


sulted in the success of a large majority of Republicang, 
The result, it is thought, will completely crush the 
hopes of the Boulangists. Rochefort has been beaten 
by 1500 votes, and is deprived of any possible pretext 
for accusing the Government of unfair mancuvres, 
The elections were held in those districts which failed 
to select members of the Chamber of Deputies on 
Ninth Month 22d. According to the latest estimate 
the new Chamber of Deputies will have 365 Republi- 
can and 211 Opposition members. This estimate in- 
cludes the Colonial members. 

The Temps commenting upon the fact that the Mod- 
erates, headed by Say and Ribot, have a dominating 
influence in the Republican party, says it considers the 
time propitious for a policy of reconciliation toward 
all classes, with a view to a consolidation of the Re- 
public and the permanent establishment of peace and 
order. 

A company has been formed in Germany to run 9 
line of steamships between Hamburg and Mozambique, 
The vessels will stop at Zanzibar en route. 

Official telegrams from Fredensborg received at Pots- 
dam and the Foreign Office on the night of the 5th 
instant say that the Czar will start for Berlin on the 
10th instant. 

Nothing is expected to result from the Czar’s meet- 
ing with Prince Bismarck. 

The Moscow newspapers ridicule the idea that he 
will accept any conciliatory overtures unless they are 
well backed by solid concessions. 

The Russian Government is enforcing quarantine 
regulations on the Persian frontier owing to the preva- 
lence of cholera at Reshd. 

A movement is on foot in St. Petersburg for observ- 
ing the first day of the week as it is understood in the 
United States and Great Britain. It issaid that twelve 
hundred St. Petersburg merchants have already de- 
clared themselves willing to keep their places of busi- 
ness closed on First-day. 

Full official returns of the elections for members of 
the Servian Skuptchina show that 102 Radicals and 
15 Liberals have been elected. The total number of 
*votes cast for the Radical candidates throughout the 
country was 158,635, and for the Liberal candidates, 
21,874. 

The province of Cagliari, Italy, has been ravaged 
by a terrificstorm, in which 240 houses were destroyed, 
Sixteen persons were killed and hundreds were in- 
jured. The town of Cagliari suffered severely. 

A terrible hurricane has visited the Island of Sar- 
dinia. One hundred persons were buried in the debris 
of buildings shattered by the storm, and thirty persons 
were killed. 

Details of the recent hurricane in Laguina del 
Carmen, Mexico, show that one hundred and five 
houses were destroyed and twenty-seven vessels 
wrecked. 

The steamer Geographie, from Montreal, for South- 
amptom, with cattle and merchandise, collided with 
the Nova Scotia sailing vessel Minnie Swift, forty 
miles off St. Pierre Miquelow, at 2 o’clock on the 
morning of the 2d inst. The Swift sank within two 
minutes, drowning about fifteen persons, including two 
women and three children. The others, with part of 
a Norwegian crew previously picked up, got on board 
the steamer. That also sank nine hours after the col- 
lision. Her captain and fifteen men were picked up 
from a boat by a passing schooner and taken to St. 
Pierre. Two other boats, containing about thirty-five 
missing persons. 


NOTICES. 

The next meeting of the TEACHERS’ AssOcrATION 
of Frrenps will be held at 140 N. Sixteenth Street, 
on Seventh-day, Tenth Month 12th, at 2p. mM. Prin- 
cipal subjects under discussion (1.) T'he use of the Voice. 
(2.) How can our schools, especially the smaller, be im- 
proved? All are invited. 


Society FoR Home Cutture.—The Term of 1889- 
90, opened Tenth Month Ist. Saran Exy Paxson 
will act as Secretary this year, and those wishing to 
obtain circulars or become members, will please ad- 
dress her at New Hope, Bucks County, Penna. 

A new department of books for children may be 
useful to parents and teachers. 


WANTED—An experienced teacher, (a member of 
the Society of Friends) possessing good administrative 
and business abilities, to act as Superintendent of 
Friends’ Select School, 140 N. 16th St., Philadelphia. 
Apply to 

Ephraim Smith, 1110 Pine St. 

John W. Biddle, 119 South Fourth St., or 

George Vaux, Bryn Mawr, Penna. 





